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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Allinger (DE 
Patent No. 19747745). 

3. Regarding claim 27, Allinger discloses a method of presenting content received 
from, a content server to a user, wherein at least one attribute of the presentation, other 
than the content itself and language in which it is presented, where applicable, is set in 
dependence on the user's current locality (pages 5-6, information associated with each 
particular location is presented to the user of that location). 

4. Claims 1-3, 5, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Carpenter (European Patent No. 0801342). 

5. Regarding claim 1 , Carpenter discloses a content presentation method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving content to be presented (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57); 

(b) determining a presentation-controlling locality (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, 
determining the location of the device); 
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(c) presenting the content to a user with at least one attribute of the presentation, 
other than or additional to the content presented and language in which it is presented, 
being set in dependence on said presentation-controlling locality determined in step (b) 
(col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, icons associated with the determined location are 
presented to the user of the portable device). 

6. Regarding claim 21 , Carpenter discloses a content presentation method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving content to be presented along with locality data indicating a locality 
associated with the content {col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 67, graphical display and icons 
based on the user's location); and 

(b) presenting the content to a user with at least one attribute of the presentation, 
other than or additional to the content presented and language in which it is presented, 
being set in dependence on said locality indicated by the locality data (col. 5, In. 32 to 
col. 6, In. 67, information and icons and graphics associated with the location of the user 
are presented to the user through the GUI or audio interface). 

7. Regarding claims 2-3 and 5, Carpenter further discloses a method according to 
claim 1 , wherein said presentation-controlling locality is the user's current locality (col. 5, 
In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, the user of the device), wherein said presentation-controlling 
locality is a locality identified in locality data included in, or otherwise associated with, 
the retrieved content (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, icons displayed), and wherein the 
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content is presented at least partially in a visual manner, the said at least one attribute 
being a visual attribute (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, displaying icons). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 4, 6, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Carpenter (EP No. 0801342) in view of Allinger (DE Patent No. 
19747745). 



10. Regarding claims 4 and 6, Carpenter fails to disclose a method of claim 1 , 
wherein the content is provided in the form of content pages served over a network from 
a content server, and wherein the content is presented at least partially by sound, the 
said at least one attribute being an audio attribute. However Allinger teaches that the 
content is provided in the form of content pages served over a network from a content 
server {pages 5-6), and the content is presented at least partially by sound, the said at 
least one attribute being an audio attribute (audio played through the headset 4 worn by 
the user in figure 1). 
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Since Carpenter and Allinger are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of Allinger in order to 
provide a central information storage ready for retrieval and audibly played by multiple 
user devices. The advantage of this central information storage is to enable multiple 
users to access the same information at the same time. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 14-1 5, Carpenter fails to disclose a method according to claims 
4 and 1 , wherein the said presentation-controlling locality is sent to the content server 
which uses this information to set the said at least one attribute before sending the 
content to the user, and wherein steps (a) to (c) are effected by equipment physically 
associated with the user. However, Allinger teach that the said presentation-controlling 
locality is sent to the content server which uses this information to set the said at least 
one attribute before sending the content to the user (pages 5-6, the location of the user 
is sent to the control system 9, and based on this location, the control system searches 
database 1 1 for appropriate information and sends this information back to the user), 
and wherein steps (a) to (c) are effected by equipment physically associated with the 
user (elements 6-7 in figure 1 together determine the location of the user and initiate 
voice services conducted via elements 5 and 10 in figure 1). 

Since Carpenter and Allinger are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of Allinger in order to 
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provide a central information storage ready for retrieval by multiple user devices. The 
advantage of this central information storage is to enable multiple users to access the 
same information at the same time. 

12. Claims 7-13, 16-20, 22-26, and 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Carpenter (EP No. 0801342) in view of Shigetomi et al. (US 
Patent No. 6393400). 

13. Regarding claims 7-8 and 22, Carpenter fails to disclose a method of claims 1 
and 21 , wherein the content is presented by voice with the accent of the voice being set 
to reflect a regional accent appropriate to the said presentation-controlling locality, and 
wherein the content is provided in the form of a content page intended for use with a 
style sheet, step (c) involving selecting a style sheet according to said presentation- 
controlling locality and applying it to said content. However, Shigetomi et al. teach that 
the content is presented by voice with the accent of the voice being set to reflect a 
regional accent appropriate to the said presentation-controlling locality (col. 3, In. 13-29, 
speech modification to obtain a particular regional accent), and wherein the content is 
provided in the form of a content page intended for use with a style sheet, step (c) 
involving selecting a style sheet according to said presentation-controlling locality and 
applying it to said content (col. 3, In. 13-29, modify speech to obtain a particular regional 
accent). 
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Since Carpenter and Shigetomi et al. are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of 
Shigetomi et al. in order to make the synthesized speech sound more natural to people 
living -the-that-specific region. 

14. Regarding claims 9-1 1 , Carpenter further disclose a method according to claim 8, 
wherein said presentation-controlling locality is the user's current locality (col. 5-6, 
detecting the location of the device used by the user), wherein said presentation- 
controlling locality is a locality identified in locality data included in, or otherwise 
associated with, the content page (col. 5-6, the information associated with specific 
location is presented to the user of the decive), and wherein the style sheet is selected 
from a set of locality-dependent style sheets, this set being specified by the user (col. 7, 
In. 54-58). 

1 5. Regarding claims 12-13, Carpenter fails to disclose that wherein the style sheet 
is selected from a set of locality-dependent style sheets, this set being specified by the 
content server by a style-sheet-set reference associated with the content, and wherein 
the style sheet is selected from a set of locality-dependent style sheets, this set being 
specified by the content server by a style-sheet-set reference associated with the 
content. However, Shigetomi et al. further disclose that the style sheet is selected from 
a set of locality-dependent style sheets, this set being specified by the content server by 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,91 3 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2655 

a style-sheet-set reference associated with the content (col. 3, In. 13-29, speech 
modification to obtain a particular regional accent), and wherein the style sheet is 
selected from a set of locality-dependent style sheets, this set being specified by the 
content server by a style-sheet-set reference associated with the content (col. 3, In. 13- 
29, speech modification to obtain a particular regional accent). 

Since Carpenter and Shigetomi et al. are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of 
Shigetomi et al. in order to make the synthesized speech sound more natural to people 
living in a specific region. 

1 6. Regarding claim 1 6, Carpenter fails to disclose a method according to claim 1 , 
wherein the content is provided in the form of content pages intended for use with a 
style sheet, the style sheet appropriate to the said presentation-controlling locality being 
fetched from a remote server by user equipment physically associated with the user. 
However, Shigetomi et al. teach that the content is provided in the form of content 
pages intended for use with a style sheet, the style sheet appropriate to the said 
presentation-controlling locality being fetched from a remote server by user equipment 
physically associated with the user (col. 3, In. 13-29, speech modification to obtain a 
particular regional accent). 

Since Carpenter and Shigetomi et al. are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of 
Shigetomi et al. in order to make the synthesized speech sound more natural to people 
living in a specific region. 

17. Regarding claims 17, 28 and 32, Carpenter discloses a presentation method and 
apparatus for content pages, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a content page to be presented {col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57); 

(b) determining a presentation-controlling locality {col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, 
determining the location of the device); 

(d) presenting the retrieved content page {col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57). 
Carpenter fails to specifically disclose the steps of (c) retrieving a presentation 
style sheet in dependence on said presentation-controlling locality determined in step 

(b) ; and (d) presenting the retrieved content page using the style sheet retrieved in step 

(c) . However, Shigetomi et al. teach the steps of (c) retrieving a presentation style 
sheet in dependence on said presentation-controlling locality determined in step (b) {col. 
3, In. 13-29, speech modification to obtain a particular regional accent); and (d) 
presenting the retrieved content page using the style sheet retrieved in step (c) {col. 3, 
In. 13-29, speech modification to obtain a particular regional accent). 

Since Carpenter and Shigetomi et al. are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of 
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Shigetomi et al. in order to make the synthesized speech sound more natural to people 
living in a specific region. 

18. Regarding claim 23, Carpenter discloses a presentation method for content 
pages, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a content page to be presented (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57); 

(b) determining a presentation-controlling locality (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, 
determining the location of the device); 

Carpenter fails to disclose the steps of: (a) retrieving a content page to be 
presented along with style-sheet-set data identifying a set of style sheets (); (c) 
retrieving a presentation style sheet, from said set of style sheets, in dependence on 
said presentation-controlling locality determined in step (b) (); and (d) presenting the 
retrieved content page using the style sheet retrieved in step (c) (). However, Shigetomi 
et al. teach the steps of: (a) retrieving a content page to be presented along with style- 
sheet-set data identifying a set of style sheets (col. 3, In. 13-29, speech modification to 
obtain a particular regional accent); (c) retrieving a presentation style sheet, from said 
set of style sheets, in dependence on said presentation-controlling locality determined in 
step (b) (col. 3, In. 13-29, speech modification to obtain a particular regional accent); 
and (d) presenting the retrieved content page using the style sheet retrieved in step (c) 
(col. 3, In. 13-29, speech modification to obtain a particular regional accent). 

Since Carpenter and Shigetomi et al. are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of 
Shigetomi et al. in order to make the synthesized speech sound more natural to people 
living in a specific region. 

19. Regarding claims 18, 24, and 29, Carpenter fails to disclose a method and 
system according to claims 17, 23, and 28, wherein the content page is presented at 
least partially by sound, but fails to disclose that the retrieved style sheet being an audio 
style sheet. However, Shigetomi et al. further teach that the content page is presented 
at least partially by sound, but fails to disclose that the retrieved style sheet being an 
audio style sheet {col. 3, In. 13-29, speech modification to obtain a particular regional 
accent). 

Since Carpenter and Shigetomi et al. are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavors, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to modify Carpenter by incorporating the teaching of 
Shigetomi et al. in order to make the synthesized speech sound more natural to people 
living in a specific region. 

20. Regarding claims 19-20 and 25-26, Carpenter further discloses a method 
according to claims 1 and 23, wherein said presentation-controlling locality is the user's 
current locality (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, the user of the device), and wherein said 
presentation-controlling locality is a locality identified in locality data included in, or 
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otherwise associated with, the retrieved content {col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, icons 
displayed). 

21 . Regarding claim 30, Carpenter further discloses an apparatus according to claim 
28, wherein said presentation-controlling locality is the user's current locality (col. 5, In. 
32 to col. 6, In. 57, the user of the device), the said means for determining the 
presentation-controlling locality being an arrangement for determining the location of the 
apparatus (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, icons displayed). 

22. Regarding claim 31 , Carpenter further discloses an apparatus according to claim 
28, wherein said presentation-controlling locality is a locality identified in locality data 
included in, or otherwise associated with, the content page (col. 5, In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, 
icons displayed), the said means for determining the presentation-controlling locality 
being means operative to receive the locality data along with the content page (col. 5, 
In. 32 to col. 6, In. 57, icons displayed). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huyen Vo whose telephone number is 703-305-8665. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703-305-4827. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Examiner Huyen X. Vo September 10, 2004 

*** 
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